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Nasreddin and the Pumpkin

A long time ago, a man called Nasreddin            (live) in Turkey. He         
(be) very wise and people          (like) him. One day, Nasreddin     

(want) to make a pumpkin pie, but he        (run) out of 
pumpkins. So he           (go) to his neighbour Ali. Ali       (be) a little 
mean, but in the end he (agree) to give Nasreddin a 
pumpkin, but only if Nasreddin (return) the favour. 
Nasreddin     (nod), (take) the pumpkin from Ali and 
made a delicious pie from it. Some months later, after the harvest, 
he (speak) to Ali again: "Here, take these two pumpkins. While 
your pumpkin was with me, it (have) a baby, so they are both 
yours." Ali was surprised, but (not say) anything, 

(take) both pumpkins and (go) home.

Not long after that, Nasreddin (need) a pumpkin again. 
This time, Ali was happy to lend him one, because he    
(believe) he would get two pumpkins again. But time went on and 
Nasreddin (not give) him anything back. Finally, Ali 
asked him: "How is my pumpkin? (it, have) a baby 
again?"

Nasreddin (answer): "I'm sorry, but I can't give you 
your pumpkin back, because it (die)."

"Died?!" (scream) Ali. "How can a pumpkin die?!"

"Well", (reply) Nasreddin, "You (believe) me 
when I (tell) you it (have) a baby!"
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What's the point of the story?

Can you retell the story in your own words?

Act out the story with a partner!
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